
Interesting flews and Sidelights of the Stage and the Cinema Y/orld
Admiral Sims Aims Wit at
Proposed "Comfy" Uniforms
Garment Wished for by Many Navy Officers

Has Advantages of Kimono, But Lacks
Military Requisites.

* Lr *t m tkc MM** el Ikt imr
¦ad *«»r Keslater.

Sit ?or . considerable time there
i,«j a considerable agitation for the
moovito* of a new service uniform for
tte .Lrers of the navy. If my memory

me. it was proposed that, in
plans -t the present so-called blouse.

aid adopt a blue kimono, the
v >»¦ a advantages being that:
P> K will discourage putting hands

In ..V trouser pocket*.
U1 II is more comfortable even In

mot .^normal position of the body.
2i ."here is no band around the

.week.
(M It permit* better ventilation.
{It Anything can be worn under it

including a fur overcoat.
W) It Is more serviceable, as there

Is no braid or anything to wear out.
(7) It requires no tailoring skill.

any lady can make one.
(D It I* very much cheaper than the

blouse.
Ci) It has no shape, so that it there¬

fore holds Its shape better.
(10) It can be made without lining

or eaa be lined in any oolor to suit the
taste.

Same aa the Brftiah.
On second thought, I believe I am

mistaken as to its being a kimono
that was proposed. It was a sack
c«*t. practically the same as that
worn by the British, except that
they want three buttons instead
of four. The advantage Is that it
does not take as long to button it.
You will note, however, that the

advantages claimed for the kimono
are identical with those claimed for
the proposed sack coat. They are
practically all based upon conveni¬
ences and comfort, apparently with¬
out thoughts as to the serious con¬
siderations which govern the nature

the uniform adopted by a coun¬
try for its military services.
I believe that, in view of all the

comfy advantages enumerated, the
majority of the officers in the serv¬
ice are in favor of adopting this new
uniform.
Thre is more than a suspicion that

they have reached this declston
without consideration of some rather
important facts concerning what
uniforma are for and the function
they are Intended to perform. In
order therefore to teat the fact as
to whether this decision has been
reached without sufficient thought
of important considerations. I pro¬
posed the following questions, and
asked three experienced captains of
the navy to answer them.

'» Why Do They Wear *Eaf
Q.1. As all nations, since time

out of mind, have put the officers of
their armies and navies in uniform.
Instead of citizem clothes. It may
be assumed that. In the opinion of
the world, the reasons for doing so
are considered sound. What are
these reasons?
Q-.1. In all services officers are

provided with certain uniform* that
are embellished by various means
.by colors, brass buttons, gold
braid, embroidery, plumes, etc.

(a) What is the reason for this
embellishment?

(b) Why does the degree of em¬
bellishment vary with the grade?
Q..S. Is there any good reason

why all uniforms should be at least
"Smart?" If so, why?
Q-.4. Is there any good reason

why all uniforms should at least be
military in appearance? If so, why?
Q..5. The uniform of the officers

of the armies of the various na-
tlong are different. The same is true
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to an even creator degree of the
navies.

a) Is this necessary or desir¬
able?

(b) I so, why?
Q..f. If It Is desirable that a

uniform should indicate the nation
and service to which an officer be¬
longs, should not the uniform be
such that the nation and service
of the wearer should be recogni¬
zable at a considerable distance.
say. across a street?
Q..7. When a uniform has been

worn for many years and conse¬
quently represents, both at home
and abroad, the wearer's nation, in
much the same way that the na¬
tional flag does, should there not
be reasons siuch more urgent than
convenience, position of pockets,
etc^ for changing it?
Q..S. Assuming that the reasons

for changing our uniform are so ur»
gent as to render a change impera¬
tive. should not the new uniform be
distinctive? That Is, should It not
be such as to be at once recognisable
as that of an American naval offi¬
cer, seen at a considerable distance?
Q..9. The photographic records of

this war, already made and to be
made, will become historical. Is It
desirable that the final records of
.our navy be confused by changing
the uniform to one so nearly identical
with that of the British as to be
practically unrecognisable in such
records?

Answers Were Plata.
The answers to these questions

brought out the fact that uniforms
are essential to the elevation of mo¬

rale; that they are essential to the
recognition of the officer as a source
of Authority; that they should be
different from those of other services
and distinctive of our own service;
that they should be at once recognisa¬
ble at a considerable distance, so
as to indicate the nation and service
to which an officer belongs; thafr
the uniform should not be changed
except for urgent reasons; and that
it is not desirable that the final pho¬
tographic records of the navy in this
war, that are now being made, should
be confused by changing the uni¬
form for one so nearly Identical with
that of the British as to be prac¬
tically unrecognizable in such rec¬
ords.

I would earnestly recommend that
any officer who is contemplating the
desirability of the oomfy features
of a uniform should seriously con¬
sider the above questions, in order
to determine in his mind whether
the features connected with con¬
venience should be given more
weight than those consideration?
which have induced us. and all oth¬
er nations, to put our officers in dis¬
tinct uniforms.

I think the serious consideration
I recommended will show that If we
should adopt the British uniform
l_.

'

proposed we would at one* lose our
distinctive character.
An officer ¦ uniform, particularly

when the officer Is serving abroad,
performs much the aame function aa
the national flag. If our ensign la
floatlnr over a ship or ahore estab-
llshment everybody knows at one#
that that ship or shore establish¬
ment la distinctively American. The
same appllea to «n officer seen In
our uniform. Chance the uniform
to ona almost exactly the same as
that of foreign officers and the
principal function of the uniform
disappeara. It doss hot lndloate
either the nationality or' the aer-
vlce to which you belong.

It should therefore be apparent
that If our present unlfoftn is so
objectionable aa to require a change
the first requirement of ths new
uniform Is that It should not clossl>
resemble any other naval uniform.
Tou should be able to tell at a
glance, and at a considerable dis¬
tance that the wearer Is an Ameri¬
can naval officer.

Onr I'alfm Known.
When our naval forces first began

their operations in European waters,
our naval uniform was practically un¬
known to ths civil population. It re¬
quired considerable time, through the
publication of numerous photographs
of our people in their various actlvl-
tlea, to make this uniform sufficiently
known. It was very desirable that
this should be achieved. Onoe it was
achieved It enabled both the foreign
military aervlcaa and the civilian
population to show the wearsrs the
respect which they felt for them. To
change the uniform now would be to
merge our Identity with that of for¬
eign naval offioers and thus lose the
benefits Indicated.
The above considerations are pre¬

sented in the conviction that they wUl
be of Interest to a considerable num¬
ber of your readers. Very sincerely
yours,

WILLIAM S SIMS.
Vice Admiral. U. S. Navy,

C. H. Naval Forces Operating in
European Waters.

U. 8. S. Melville. Flagship.
May 11, 1918.
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trip takes just an hour. Although
the evening trips at present are
the most popular, many persons for¬
tunate enough to have short vaoa*
tions are visiting the resort dur¬
ing the day, enjoying bathing, boat¬
ing, crabbing, and excellent fishing.
Free dancing Is especially popu¬

lar. music being furnished by an
orchestra under direction of Bert
Saulsman, of this city.

Great Fa lie Park.
A day's delightful enjoyment is to

be had at picturesque and historic
Great Falls Park, where there are
free concerts, free dancing, free mo¬
tion pictures and other amusements.
Today's musical program by the La*
dies' Liberty Orchestra will feature
both sacred and patriotic numbers.
Newcomers to the National Capital
will find the many historic remains
at Great Falls well worth seeing.

ttarehall Hall.
The manifold attractions offered by

Marshall Hall, together with the
pleasures of a delightful water trip
on the well appointed Steamer Charles
Macalester. are responsible for the
large crowds which are daily making
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that famous reeort their obleetlve
point.
The nur diversions offered by the

reeort Include dancing en the spu»
one, rlver-elde pavilion. with music
provided by an excellent orchestra;
the swings. the carousel, the dtp, acd
the bowline alleys. The Bteamer
Charles MacaInter leavee the Seventh
street wharves three tlmee, both dally
and Sunday, for the Hall.

Glea Behe Ml
Open dally from one In the after¬

noon until midnight. Qlen Echo park
la playing host every day to thoe-
sande of Washingtonlans, Its doeens
.of attractions making the Urae pass
pleasantly.
For the Sunday visitors there will

be another of the series of Celfo band
concerts. On week nlghta one of the
favorite pastimes of the park patrons
la dancing, and the huge pavilion,
open on four sldee to the breeaee. Is
delightfully cool. The list of amuse-
ment devices Is beaded by the three
speed rides, the whip, derby, and
gravity, with a big assortment of
thrills. The midway Is another favor¬
ite place, and its fun providers are
numerous.

Ceaaea.The (Hit She*."
Beauty and fashion, with the add¬

ed charm of pretty music, are
features of the new production of
"The Bride Shop," which will re¬
turn at the head of the Cosmos The¬
ater bill next week. The offering,by far one of the most beautiful
of Its kind ever offered In vaude¬
ville. teaturjs a large group of
pretty afforded by gown and
lingerie creations. Including a toueh
of the btaarre, the whole embellish¬
ed with a pretty musical setting and
a plot that warrants Its existence.
It will be supported with . bill of
standard vaudeville.

PRESS AGENT GOSSIP
ABOUT THEIR WARES
CONTINUED FROM PA01 ON*.

was the nerve-racking experience of
the Oieh sisters. Lillian and Dorothy,who, with their mother, accompaniedD. W. Griffith to the very front line
trenohee of Flanders to secure the Im¬
portant scenes for "Heart* of the
World." now attracting capacity au¬
diences to Poll's.
The Gtsh family, with Robert Har-

ron, Joseph Crowell. Kate Ur<HatMaster Ben Alexander (aged six).Robert Anderson, George Fawcett,
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George A. Slegmann and ethers who
irrn- la ths an Griffith spe-taos,
war* under bombardment on three sep-
arate occasions and la OM InaUnoe
the attack lasted (our hour*.
For eighteen month* thoae players

ware with Mr. Griffith and their atnr.
lea of endurance are by all odda the
most interesting ever told by players
for the motion picture camera.
While "Hearts of the World" is de¬

scribed as a lov* storr of the war
rather than an out-aad-out "war pic¬
ture," Its (rippln< atmosphere is on-
deniabls. Mr. Griffith has cleverly
Interwoven stirring battle scenes in¬
to a number of the Incidents te> which
the Qish girts aad their brare Httle
mother are the principal players. Many
of. the most beautiful scenes wore «e-
cured oa the very battlefields where
but a tow hours before men had (raiht
and died.
lilllan Glsh was fifteen pounds

lighter when she returned to Los An¬
geles aad Mrs. dish had wtt thirty
pounds. Dorothy Glsh lost no wsljht
but her nerves suffered even more than
thoee of her mother or sister.

3. Stuart Blackton, whoae latest
production for Paramount.a transla¬
tion to the screen of Mrs. Humphrey
Ward'a successful novel, "Mlaalng".
will be seen at Moore's Strand Thea¬
ter the first four days of this weak,
declares that this is probably the most
Important cinema achievement of his
career. This recommendation from so
experienced a man as Commodore
Blackton is impressive.
The career of Commodore Blackton

is worthy of note. Moat of ths men
at the top of the motion picture in¬
dustry today were engaged in widely
divergent pursuits whoa ths art of
the picture was In Its infancy. Not
so Commodore Blackton. He began
to be a power In moving pictures
two decades ago. when ail there was
to a film was a flicker of animated
motioB en a wbite sheet in an aban¬
doned grocery store. From that day
to this he hag been a person to reckor
with when the cinema Is in question.
Mr. Blackton Is stll a comparatively

young man, a yachting enthusiast, a
painter, an author, a nrMuro- r.M a
patriot He ia a producer who con¬
cern* himself exclusively with big
themes.

The opening performance of "She
Burnt Her Fingers," the new Coemo
Hamilton comedy which fcelwyo and
Company are bringing to the Belasoo
this week, will be given in aid of
the war ssvlngs committee and halt
the price of the tickets will be re¬
funded to the purchasers in ths form
of thrift stampa. These Monday
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nlfbt benefit* which the management
of the BdMW baa hWlfm thta
month to aid the drive proved an Im¬
mediate aucoeaa on the opening of
the comedy, 'Tea for Three."

Edith Taliaferro"!. to be eeen la
a new play entitled "The Beat Sell¬
er*," by Roy and Kenneth Webb, at
the Actors' aad Author** Theater la
New York.

A UUk Extra Sifar Satk|.
A woman reader of the Woau'i

Home Companion makee the sug¬
gestion:
"Here la the method* t uae la

cooking rhubarb aad other add
frulta, and I And that I aave fully
half the uaual amount of sugar:
"four bolllag water over rhubarb

cat la email plaeea. Brlns all to
a boll, thea drain off all water, thaa
removing much add. Add freah
water, cook till eoft, aad sweeten
aa desired. All rhubarb may be
prepared In this way (or canning,
conserve or sauce. If pineapple or
strawberries are to be combined
with the rhubarb, eook each fruit
aeparately, aad oombtne just before
putting In cana."
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AN APOLOGY
Thnu.nnd. of people war* 1inr< iway from the prrformnnr.-a of "Hearta .( the WarK" laat

week. In the ruab ud roareattoa af tku week many more may be dlaappolatr*. Ta theae an4 tbe
WaablnKton public Keaerally Mr. Griffith npelarlie« for belna: unable to extead the eaalfemeat be-
yaaa the wound week at tkla moment. Other Important beeklaia at I'all'a aeem ta be aa laaii-
moantable harrier.
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CLUB NOTES.
cut

af the
x«rmi amjbmt ft tha:

Mr*. Goodwin D. Ellsworth, tha
tain of the anlt at bar ham la <Hrard
street Th« reception was glrm that
the members micht meet lire.
Daniel*, and tha Informal talk that
Mrs. Danlela cava during tl

of «iani'a|»iMiil
and save an lnatght Into tha
work aha la
caaaral work of the Mral
Mia* Hilda Fletcher. State
tha Duiktin of tha
liittan. alao talked to the
laid* Worth Badajr. mother of Mrs.
Daniel*.
Lacjr Holcomb

It. met for thsir laat
lac at tha rear at the
Edwin A. Hill Tha foUowla*
were elected: Recent Mia* Alice B.
Sanger; vie* regent, Mrs. F E. Cun-

n; o*ne*pondto|
Alice Short; recording secretary, Miss
Maria Stewart; historian. Mrs Ed-

Hill:
Kn. A. U H

Keiaey nu **r*rai
which war*

Tha ckapttr held mo
April. MM IB lUrak It

k. r

"Tta» w» Bill coutrrt doth**
la aa acknowtadced tact; htu tat u>
far MfMlfH and country's uk>
MOMBln fuhlouU;," uri Grace
Margaret OmM. Um (aahloa «cp«rt,
la tha Vonu'i Horn* Companion.
"Wear out jraur old hlouaaa, to be
aura, bat >m to It that they 4a war

Tha Uouat with the-
.hafaro-laat collar, tha hlouae

with tha frayed lac* «d*e. tha blow*
with tha anbaoatnlnc neck 11*4-
theae can all ha made thing* of
beauty aad Joy f»r tha summer hy
adding botoM collar* and ci(i of
eoatraatlas materia! For she who
darea tha youthful fash lone, there t*
tha aaw flat Boatar Brown collar,while the mature woman ha* varia¬
tion* of tb* shawl collar."
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